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‘The USL Vision 


Founded in 1986 as a regional indoor league encompassing only five teams, 
United Soccer Leagues has become the largest collection of professional and 
amateur soccer leagues in North America. This amalgamation of leagues isa 
result of the USL vision: providing quality family entertainment while developing 
the game of soccer in every community across North America. Since its birth 
two decades ago, the organization has expanded to now incorporate two men’s. 
professional leagues, the USL First Division and USL Second Division, a men’s 
developmental league, the USL Premier Development League, and a women's 


league, the USL W-League. The USL Super Y-League. the top youth league in 


North America, serves as the base of this system. 


Franesieo Marcos begins a rogjonal 
indoor league consisting ot five USL celebrates its 10th anniversary with the 

ams, and he names it the South ‘debut of the first national women's league, the 
wost Indoor Soccer League (SISU). USL W League. 
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[me teague 15 expanded to include an outdoor 
‘component. This outdoor league. made up of am- 
ateur players, has since become the USL POL. and 
now serves as the main developmental league for 

top level college players. 


The A League merges with USL (then USISL) 
This addition developed USES reach outside of 
the US as teams in Vancouver and Montreal 
were added to the fold, 


United Soccer Leagues. 
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Player Development 

Around the world, soccer clubs have vertically developed their organizations to | 
facilitate the development of players and their businesses. A properly operated 
player development program can increase a team’s player pool while providing 
the infrastructure necessary for the club's survival. USL recognized that in the 
US, Canada, and Puerto Rico, there wasa vacancyinthisarea. Moreimportantly, 
USL recognized this pyramidal structure is a necessary element for the survival 
of the professional game. As a result, the USL structure incorporates all levels 


of the pyramid, and encourages its teams to create vertically integrated 


organizations. 


Business Development ) 
Club development is about more than just 
creating a player development structure. By 
vertically integrating their organization, clubs 
are able to operate their businesses year: 
round. This integration presents economies of 
scale that allow teams to curb expenses while 
producing additional sources of revenue. This 
also allows for year-round involvement in the 
‘community, and creates a continual presence 
of the team brand, which aids in generating 
publicity, increasing ticket sales, and creating 
increased value for team sponsors. 


United Soccer Leagues. 


Above are players from the Richmond Kickers women's tea 
(lett), men's professional team (center), and m or 


Case Study - Richmond Kickers | 


The Richmond Kickers are an example of one USL club that has recognized the strength of using a 
vertically-oriented structure in their soccer operations. The base of their organization is their youth 
program of 1000+ players, ranging from the recreational levels to the elite youth player competing 
in the USL Super Y-League. AL the senior level, they operate a team in the USL professional division 
(Richmond Kickers) and a team in the USL PDL (Richmond Kickers Future). They also operate a 
USL W-League team (Richmond Kickers Destiny). providing an opportunity for top female players. 
| This pyramid structure automatically generates an environment for the development and selection of 


players while helping to establish a natural fan base for its senior most teams. 


United Soccer Leagues 


| Devoted Fans 


| One of the most priceless aspects of USL is its dedicated and passionate fans 
and the environment they create. Whether you're in Portland, Oregon, Des 
Moines, lowa, or any one of the numerous USL cities across the US, Canada, 
and Puerto Rico, you'll be able to find a group of fans devoted to their USL 
franchise. For example, the Timbers Army, the supporters club of the Portland 
Timbers (USL First Division). has long been a staple of the organization, 


creating an exciting atmosphere for players and fans. Another example is the 


Des Moines Menace (USL PDL) which averages over 3,500 fans per game ina 
smaller market. Portland and Des Moines, however, are merely two examples 
of USL franchises that have a loyal fan base, with numerous clubs seeing the 
same committed fans pass through the turnstiles week after week. In the end, 


these lifetime fans are a key factor in teams’ ability to generate revenue, and 


they create the excitement and atmosphere that is necessary in any soccer 


environment. 


gmscnines USL has a loyal Internet following which use the or | 
E | ganization's official website, www.USLsoccer.com, | 
as their first source for news, statistics, and more. 
USL is dedicated to providing its fans with a personal | | 
interactive experience whether it is at the stadium, in 1 
| the community, or on the web. Also, USL fans have | 
worked hard to establish their own message boards | 
| and websites to allow for constant dialogue with 
other interested fans. USL has longstanding estab- 
lished relationships with the top fan sites, increasing E 
the connectivity between the fans and league man- 
agement, a rarity in professional sports. 


United Soccer Leagues, 


As hard as USL works to build the sport of soccer in North 


America by founding new leagues, developing new teams, and 


recruiting young players at the grassroots level, the value of 


national media coverage cannot be overstated. USUs multi-year 
partnership with Fox Soccer Channel has been an important 
step in the right direction. The broadcast package showcases 
a minimum of 20 matches each season, including 12 USL First 
Division regular season matches, 2 USL First Division playoff 
matches, and the USL First Division championship. Also airing 
are the championships of the USL Second Division, the USL 


PDL, the USL W-League, and the USL Super Y-League. USL 


highlights are regularly aired on the channel's daily news show, 
Fox Sports World Report. As a result of this relationship with 
Fox Soccer Channel, fans are able to follow their teams even 


when they are on the road, 


| USL Professional Division 


| The USL professional division is a two-tiered system modeled after many 
| of the historic professional leagues around the world and is comprised 
of the USL First Division and the USL Second Division. USUs showcase 
league, the USL First Division provides the highest level of men's soccer 
in the USL system and utilizes a single table format. The USL Second 


Division serves as the base of the professional structure and is the plat 


| where many North American players begin their professional careers, 


The regional focus of the USL Second Division also allows for professional ' 


soccer to exist in smaller markets, while providing a premium brand of 


soccer and an exciting level of play for the fans. 
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USL Premier Development League 


Player development is the cornerstone of USUs vision of advancing 
soccer in every community across North America. Since its inception 
in 1986, USL has led the way in creating environments focused on 
player development, and the USL PDL serves this purpose. Designed 
to help prepare players for professional careers, the focus of the USL 
PDL is to provide top college and high school players with the op- 
portunity to compete in a professionalized setting while maintaining 
their college eligibility. By providing these opportunities, the USL PDL 
has become the top destination for college players and elite youth 
players during the summer months. Due in part to its founding as a 
regional indoor league in the southwest US, the USL PDL has teams 


in over 60% of the 25 largest Hispanic markets including Fresno, CA 


(Fresno Fue; 


USL W-League 


The women’s game lives in the first international soccer league for 
females, the USL W-League. Providing the most complete women’s 
player pool in the world, the USL W-League is not only recognized 
as North America’s top women’s soccer league, but one of the best 


compet 


ive women's leagues in the world. The USL W-League 
also gives the nation’s best college players the opportunity to play 
alongside established international players while maintaining their 
college eligibility. In addition to providing opportunities for female 


soccer players to play at the top level, the USL W-League also helps 


further careers beyond the playing field by providing excellent 


networking opportunities and real-world business experience. 
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| USL Super Y-League 


The future of soccer lives in the USL Super Y-League, a professional 
ized system that is the first step for developing youth soccer players 
in North America. Affiliated with US Soccer, the league is designed | 
for talented youth players destined for professional and international | 


careers. Through Olympic Development (ODP) status programs such 


the North American Finals and National ODP Camps, the nation’s 
top players are selected for US National Team Programs. The league 
is made up of a series of regional leagues within the framework of 
a North American league containing the top clubs and players from 
the United States and Canada. The creation and success of the 
league has revolutionized the approach to youth player development 


in North America. 
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USL and Umbro 


Whether itis known as “soccer” or “football,” all around the globe the 
name Umbro and its double-diamond logo are virtually synonymous 
with the sport. Umbro's international support for the sport of soccer 
goes back many decades, and more recently they have forged an 
alliance with USL. From their humble beginnings to their fostering 
of the sport on a grassroots level, indeed, Umbro and USL are a 
match made in heaven. 


Umbro has a long history of supporting USL clubs throughout North 
America, and was instrumental in bringing together USL and the 
A-League for their successful merger prior to the 1997 season. In 
1999, Umbro reaffirmed its commitment to USL when it announced 
that Umbro Holdings, Ltd.. through its wholly owned subsidiary, 
Umbro Worldwide Ltd., had purchased an additional 30 percent of 
USL (then USISL). Umbro is now the majority stockholder and the 
official supplier of United Soccer Leagues. 


Umbro International was established in 1924 in Cheshire, England, 
and had a humble beginning. The name Umbro is derived from 
the original name of the business - Humphrey Brothers. The two 
brothers, Harold and Wallace, started with two sewing machines 
and $50 in capital. Since then, the company has grown into a 
leading international soccer brand, producing apparel, footwear, 
and equipment specifically designed for the sport. 


Visit our website [www.USLsoccer.com} 
or contact the USL office for more information 
Phone: 813-963-3909 
Fax: 813-963-3807 


